BLACKMAIL
*In the afternoon Husain Khan, brother of Ali Mardan
Khan, Salar Muzaffar, Bairanwand, came to see me to take
his leave and get his expected khiVat (robe of honour). One of
his retainers was armed with a captured gendarmerie rifle;
he brought friendly messages from the Bairanwand who,
having failed to hold me as a hostage, wished to make friends.
I fell in with this plan, expressed my disappointment at having
been deprived of the pleasure of seeing them, and begged him
to invite them to come here to see me. He having, as was to
be expected, replied that this was not practicable, I sent them
friendly written and verbal messages and entrusted him with
a Mauser pistol and 120 rounds for his brother: Shaikh Ali
Khan and Ghulain Ali Khan Shuja es Sultaneh, the other two
potentates of the tribe, had to be dealt with separately,
Husain Khan being on bad terms with them; I also wrote
them suitable letters and sent them a revolver each. This
will, I hope, assist in allaying the feeling aroused by the
Swedish gendarmerie. It hurts me to have any dealings with
these brigands and murderers who have wrought so much
misery within the last few months, but so long as the survey
party is in the province, we must keep on good terms with
all parties. If and when railway construction begins, other
measures must be devised by the Persian Government;
for the present we must rely on the power of the purse, a
stimulant which is only effective in larger and yet larger
doses.
'In the evening I was visited by a large deputation of the
Bala Gariweh tribes. They were all friendly, but pressed me
to await the tribal migration, in a fortnight's time, which
would, of course, be very inconvenient, as I have no time to
spare. They all wanted to talk with me alone, and were
inclined to ignore Mirza Ali Akbar, whom they had not met,
and to deal with me personally. This, however, was plainly
inadvisable, as I shall shortly be leaving the province, and I
insisted that Mirza Ali Akbar was my wazir and fully em-
powered. Next day (October 12th) they adopted a new and
unexpected line, i.e. that they wanted the railway to pass
through the middle of their territories, so that they might
benefit therefrom, and not via the Kashgar valley, which was
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